This chapter considers material changes in social and primarily humaninduced environmental conditions as an explanation for why religion has become salient in transnational relations at this historic moment. Religion is not presented as a master variable in international relations. Rather, the case study is situated in a broader context of primarily human-induced environmental changes, globalization and transnational governance to provide an account for the real and potential contributions the F8/F7/F20 process makes to global governance. This chapter describes how we have left the "statist" period and entered an era characterized by 'governance without government' and 'globalized irresponsibility.' Administrating globalization leaves democratic deficits that have drawn sharp criticism from segments of society potentially putting the legitimacy of the system at-risk. As we 'make things work,' are we adequately engaged with the kind of world we are making? Multi-faith dialogue is one means of addressing this question during uncertain times of social change.
Primarily Human-Induced Global Environmental Changes
This is a unique historic moment in relation to societal-environmental relations. Human population and consumption growth are exerting unprecedented pressures on ecosystems and, for the first time in history, primarily humaninduced environmental changes are observable throughout the biosphere.1
Scientific data indicate that the environmental and social changes, from floods and severe storms to droughts and wildfires, are having greater effects now than in the 20th century.2 During the latter part of that century, scientists began to explore the possibility that there might be limits to socioeconomic growth in relation to the second law of thermodynamics of physics.3 By the turn of the century, scientists began to consider the possibility that the optimum carrying capacity might not be equated with maximum population density and that the impact of per capita consumption should be taken into consideration.4 Some analysists consider the trajectory of primarily human-induced changes as potentially undermining the necessary conditions for human existence if current patterns remain unchecked.5 World Wildlife Fund, one of the world's largest and most experienced independent conservation organizations, releases a biannual science-based analysis of planetary health and the human impact of human activity upon it. After analysis of social-environmental interactions in 2012, the scientific conclusion was that the global community may already be exceeding the carrying capacity by as much as 50%. 6 The 2014 report details a 50% decline in biodiversity between 1970 and 2010 even as humanity continues to make unsustainable demands on nature.7 Reports emphasize how taking more from ecosystems and natural processes than can be replenished jeopardizes our common future. Even the oceans are now impacted. An estimated 60% of the world's population lives within 100 kilometers of coasts with nearly 3 billion people reliant on fish as a major source of protein. Marine vertebrate populations declined 49% between 1970 and 2012 primarily due to
